
References Proving Economic And Social Value Of Community Wide Investment In The Arts 

 As Referred To In Daily Republic Article April 14th 2010 

There is far too much literature on this subject to create a definitive bibliography here 
so I have listed what me and other folks at various arts organizations repeatedly cite. This is not 
cherry picking for a preconceived conclusion. Furthermore, that would be hard to do as there is 
little data which contradicts what has already been proven. The vast majority of these are easily 
applicable in some significant manner to Fairfield.  

These citations are mostly those with what is called empirical and statistical findings, 
meaning studies not based on theories or stating philosophies but actual research, experiments 
or results that employ methods, including surveys or actual data collections that use but are not 
limited to quantitative methods. This is also known as level 1-3 evidence, the highest levels one 
has for proving an argument to be true 

In some cases I have listed concepts in bold- those are live inks you can click on to go 
read what I continue to describe in the text which follows.  

In life, we sometime do things by wrote, sometimes by habit, sometimes by directive 
and sometimes out of fear or lesser virtues. In some fields, like flying an airplane, training those 
who defend us or practicing medicine, we choose a direction because we have researched 
smartly and found what works best 

In life we also have biases and beliefs, honestly or otherwise obtained, about how things 
work and in particular, where it is best to invest money and also where we should not invest if 
money is limited. Sometimes those biases are wrong and we would be wise to go forth and 
read 

Too frequently we do not do that 

Also in life, we may read and believe but fail because we did not implement the lessons 
correctly and follow through 

The facts are very clear about the benefits of a comprehensive investment from cradle 
to grave in the arts that engages every level of a community and thus breaks down traditional 
barriers that need not be there. What to do is clear; doing it is not as easy as we humans have 
aptitudes as well as attitudes that need to align to accomplish major sea changes in our 
communities. The biases in our way are often hard earned by what are well intended sincere 
folks and not easily overcome. 

Thus, an entire community effort is needed to get the results the data says you will 
have. Anything short of that will fail and probably jade the community from ever trying again. 



The responsibility, the benefit and the fault lie with us as regards success or failure, not with 
whether the case has been inarguably made; it has 

Good luck Fairfield and as always, this is pro bono-  Just please, act now to save our community 
and kids 
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$228,522 in the four prisons studied. Written by Lawrence Brewster, published by William 
James Association, 1983 (posted on Web 2007; downloadable as .pdf file).  

19. Arts in Criminal Justice Settings: Research and Evaluation 
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26. DiMaggio, Paul, Michael Useem, and Paula Brown. 1978. "Audience Studies of the 
Performing Arts and Museums: A Critical Review." Research Division, The National 
Endowment for the Arts.  

27. DiNoto, Michael J, and Lawrence H Merk. 1993. "Small Economy Estimates of the Impact of 
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a. Arts in Education Policy of all the states regarding the arts 
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45. Research on Creativity and Aging: The Positive Impact of the Arts on Health and Illness 
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multidisciplinary arts group—conducted by professional artists in Washington, D.C., San 
Francisco and New York City. Average age of participants: 80. Concludes that the positive 
impact indicated by the preliminary results demonstrate that “community-based cultural 
programs for older adults appear to be reducing risk factors that drive the need for long-
term care.” Written 2001 by Eugene Cohen; commissioned by National Endowment for the 
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Aging, 2006.  
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Study proposing that advocates become less fixated on what the arts can do for business 
growth and kids' math and reading scores, and stress intangibles such as enchantment, 
enlightenment and community building. Written, published by RAND Corporation, 2004.  

http://www.gwumc.edu/cahh/pdf/RESEARCH%20ON%20CREATIVITY%20AND%20AGING.pdf�
http://thesah.org/resources/research.cfm�
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/title~db=all~content=t790627366~tab=summary�
http://thecreativecenter.org/Resources/PDF/TCC_org_report.pdf�
http://thecreativecenter.org/Resources/PDF/TCC_org_report.pdf�
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/content/full/348/25/2508�
http://www.rand.org/publications/MG/MG218/�


52. Impact database Bibliographical resource relating to research on social and economic 
effects of arts, culture and major events. Research theme: arts and culture; arts, culture and 
education; arts, culture and inclusion; arts and health; arts, culture and audience 
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