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OPINION




COMMENTARY
Candidates
should take

a pledge

t's been an interesting few

weeks of contrasts, [ had the

histerically delishtful privi-

lege of being the guest of the
Fairfield Kiwanis Club, After the
Pledge of Allegiance, a patriotic
song and amoment of prayer, [ sa-
vored some of the best stand up,
sit down and slap your knee affec-
timnate barbs, teas-
ing and comedsy [
had heard inyears.
et  ww | Thenwe chatted
aboutthe role cre-

o ative activities
w hare in our chil-
dren's lives,

Cne by one,

. wonderful men

Kevin Hyan and wornen glowed
with generosity as they gave "hap-
oy dollars" to the club kitty as
monetary tokens of their fellowr-
ship and united goodwill, One by
one, they counted out their cur-
rency, migging contrition for pro-
toeol miscues while fining them -
selves "sad dollars " I was in
God's own little coed smoke-free
stmoking parlor and the air was
never sweeter, Bless those men
and wornen and any who join their
tearn.

IMadame P is now afiddler in
the making, Thus, aweek later I
was sitting in ane of God's many
creative musical workshops, The
Solano Suzuki Strings recital at
the cormrmuan ity center had
munchkin to mature VIT s (virta-
o505 in training) bedecked in Hal-
lowreen garb all nestled in aron g
lowing friends and families, The
evening ranged betvween glorions-
Iy played "Spooky Twinkle Little
Star! to abrief beautiful Handel
solo, God blessed those parents,
their children and their dedicated
teachers and I got to be i their
slipstrearn, Ah, life was so0 sweet,

Tetalso i the past weeks camne
charges and countercharges of not
a0 funny ill-gotten campaign
monies, The press dutifiully re-
ported the noise, We all expended
too much energy assaulted by
emotional appeals, personal at-
tacks and the "stinking thinking"
that can surround any campaion
season, I took acue from one
councilman's common refrain
"eut the crap' and apologized to
myself for getting a bit too critical,
too caustic and toojaded.

Tes, we mustnotbenalre in
o1t voting and we mast look care-
fully at the broader issues of fis-
cally wise governance as soper-
fectly explained by Eandall Carl-
son's letter to the editor yesterd &y,
T es, we must grapple with the un-
derstandable factathat crime data
have not changed for the better
and that the pole vanlting of our
youth into life as powerful, pro-
ductive and creative ndividuals is
at risk of sliding below a limbo
bar,

Sotowhomever assumesthe
helm, model the good hirnors,
geniine respect and affection of
the Kiwanians, Hear the pitch of
Solano Suzuki Strings and be wir-
tuosos ntrainhg who craft cre-
ative solutions bringing anew
ture to Fairfield. Bepart of our so-
lution and not our problem. Fublic
office iz not the place to work out
persmnal agendas or angst, ¥ our
detneanor, as well as your deeds,
will affect s all,

If there iz any uniformity to our
newt conncil, perthaps it conld be
the Boy Scout khakis wom proud-
Iy in one candidates' carmpaign 1i-
erature, If it were not forthat
pesky issue of earng the right, [
suzpect that iz not a halfbad idea
forusall

FKevim Ryvanis q retired Colomes]
physician musician andawthor
wholives i Foinfleld Fezch hirm
at rian ki@cormcastinet,
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